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ST. STEPHEN SCROLL 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a community of believers, saved by the 
grace of God, who are called to: 
• share his love through words and actions; 
• welcome others into the family of Christ. 

ST .  STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

   
 

From Pastor Laura: News & Hope From Synod Assembly 
 

 Rod and Brenda Firquin and I just returned from our Indiana-Kentucky Synod Assembly where we 
gathered under the theme: “God’s Work, Our Hands: Extraordinary Grace through Ordinary People.”  It 
was a time of discernment, as we prayerfully called a new bishop (Rev. Bill Gafkjen…pronounced, “Guff-
ee-uhn”), and renewal, as we studied and prayed and worshiped together.  I always wish that more peo-
ple could experience the church in assembly because we grow so much from the interactions with other 
Lutherans and from being a part of the larger church in mission.  But I especially wish to share with you 
the sense of hope that we experienced this year. 
 

 For at least the past decade, the ELCA has been torn by division.  We are still grieving over the loss 
of congregations that have left us, and those who are in the process of leaving.  Like most mainline 
churches, we are suffering a decline in membership.  The impact of those losses, plus the economic 
depression, has left the church with substantially fewer resources with which to do mission.  Bishop 
Stuck, in his sermon offered for congregations to use Assembly weekend, suggests that the church 
many of us grew up in is dying.  Not because of actions taken by churchwide last year, but because our 
culture has become so secular.  Sports, school activities, family commitments, travel, entertainment…so 
many other things take precedence over the church now.  So where is the hope? 
 

 Bishop Stuck pointed to Sunday’s gospel lesson, the story of Jesus raising from death the son of a 
widow in Nain (Luke 7:11-17), as a message of hope for our church.  Jesus interrupts the funeral proces-
sion, tells the widow not to weep, and then proceeds to tell the dead son to rise.  “With that same com-
passion Jesus sees the death march we are on as a church.  He sees our grief and knows our pain.  He 
grieves with us over the loss of the church.  He had prayed that we might be one for the sake of his mis-
sion in the world.  His father’s desire was that all might come to him through the death and resurrection 
of the son, Jesus.  So, it must grieve him to see our pews half empty and our classrooms closed on Sun-
day morning.  His heart must ache to see families at ball games on Sunday morning rather than worship-
ing and learning with the people of God.  It must frustrate him to see his church paralyzed by controversy 
and disagreement and unable to fully do the mission of God in the world. 
 

 “However, as Jesus says to the widow so he says to us, ‘Do not weep.’  He says this to the widow 
because he was about to do a great miracle.  He says this to us because he is about to do something 
quite miraculous with his church.  By the power of the Spirit, he is stopping the death march we are on 
and giving us new life. 
 

 “That’s exactly what God, the Father, did in sending his Son into the world.  He stopped the death 
march we were on as the world…..because of this intervention by God, we are a people who no longer 
weep.  We know that God is up to something.  This is God’s church and God is doing something great to 
renew and transform the church.  God is working on us to prepare us for the future mission we are called 
to do. What this mission will look like, we don’t yet know.  What the church will be in the future is yet to 
be revealed. But what we do know is that it will not be the same. 

 

 “Yes, we will never have our old church back.  Many of our dreams for the church 
have vanished. They probably needed to vanish, because they were our dreams and 
not God’s.  We are being called back into prayer, study of scripture and discernment in 
order to allow God to lead us into this new future. By the power of the Spirit, we are 
being called to let go of the church and place it in God’s hands.” 
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) This Month 
VBS Discovery Canyon will be July 12-16.  A light supper will be served from 5:15-6:00 pm and 
VBS will begin at 6:00.  A volunteer sign-up sheet is in the Narthex in the sign-up binder and 
registration forms are available on a table in the Narthex with the VBS information 
poster.  Please consider volunteering if your children come to VBS.  We need about 20 volunteers 
to make VBS the success that it always is. 

 

St. Stephen—American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Our latest blood drive was held on June 13th.  We had 15 successful donations out of 19 attempts.  Thanks 
to all who participated! 
 

Thrivent Habitat for Humanity House Build 

 St. Stephen is scheduled to work at the Habitat for Humanity house on Saturday, July 10th.  The workday 
begins at 8:30am and usually ends around 3:30 pm.  If you can't work the entire day, please consider a 1/2 
day commitment.  The work at that time should be indoors; painting, trim work, door install... as well as 
cleanup outside.  No building expertise is required.  Habitat staff will have tools, materials, and will be there 
to give direction. The house is in the Newburg area.  If you are interested, please sign up in the Gathering 
Area, (maps are in the sign up folder),  or contact Rod Firquin (645-0115).  The fellowship committee will be 
providing drinks and dessert for the work day.  
 

Pentecost: "The Church Starts Today!" 
A Forum with the Rev. Rudy Mueller 

 

On Sunday, May 23, our congregation was blessed to have Rev. Rudy Mueller, assistant to Bishop Stuck, 
preach at our services and lead us in a wonderful, spiritual workshop.  The workshop helped us refocus our 
attention on the true mission of St. Stephen Lutheran Church and reflect on how each of us participates, in-
fluences, and possibly detracts from that mission. 
 

During our interim and search period, our congregation has changed dramatically from what it was. We have 
learned more about ourselves and the challenging task of operating a church.  We have also become more 
independent, more resilient, and maybe more divided.  With Rev. Mueller's guidance, we looked outside our-
selves and remembered what St. Stephen’s existence and what our future are all about.  Through Bible study, 
games, and group reflection, we bonded and perhaps opened ourselves for God's Holy Spirit to help us dis-
cern some elements of our Christ-inspired charge.  Some of these elements include: 
 

• To welcome all new people and visitors to our church 
• To be there for each other and for others 
• To change people's lives 
• To spread God's Word and grow as witnesses to Christ in the community 
• To act as one community to become whole 
• To minister to the poor, needy, and ourselves 
• To be open and to embrace change 
• To have positive attitudes 
• To pray 

 

When we reflected on the meaning of this list, we realized that we were so much more than our divisions and 
trivial differences and that our responsibilities and passions should not lie in our selfishness or our inconse-
quential wants and desires, but rather in service to our Lord and His people. 
 

At this turning point, we have a unique opportunity for growth, prosperity, and great service to God, but we 
can only take advantage of this opportunity if we are united, committed, and sincere in our desire to serve in 
the greater mission of St. Stephen. 
 

Lutheran All Conference Picnic 
Can Lutherans have fun?  Yah, sure, you betcha!  Come see for yourself and join in the festivities on  

Sunday, August 1st at Thurman Hutchins Park, 3734 River Road (just east of the Water Tower).   
Schedule for the day:  3—5 pm games and fellowship 
 5—6 pm supper 
 6—7 pm worship & good old fashioned “sing along” 
 

Pork BBQ and hot dogs will be provided.  Just bring a dish to share, your own drinks and table service, lawn 
chairs, and small tables.  Activities include a cake walk (donations of cookies, cupcakes, breads, & small 
baked goods are welcome), corn hole, bingo, and a fishing contest (over age 16 must have a fishing license). 
See you there!! 
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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
Congregation Council Meeting Minutes 

June 13, 2010 
 

A quorum was established and the regular meeting of the congregation council was called to order. Council President David Wiggin-
ton offered prayer for the council’s work. 
Members present: J. Morani, B. Firquin, P. Kiser, R. Sarson, T. Utley, H. Warren, D. Wigginton, T. Hanson, Pastor Meier.  Member 
absent: G. Carstens 
Secretary’s Report: Rod Firquin 
The minutes from the May meeting were printed in the June newsletter.  All members indicated they had read the minutes. M/S (P. 
Kiser./J. Morani) to accept the minutes as printed in June newsletter.  Carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Meier 
1. The church has been contacted by Life Line Screening Program for use of the church.  This organization provides, at a cost, 

screening for various illnesses and cardio vascular diseases.  After discussion, Paul Kiser, will contact and investigate this com-
pany and program before the council makes a commitment to allow use of the building. 

2. Liz Swasko has invited the church to participate in an energy saving audit assessment.  The company Liz works for does this for 
business applications and wants to branch out into the non-profit area.  The audit/assessment would provide suggestions for energy 
savings for the church.  There will be no cost to the church for this service. M/S (J. Morani/T. Hanson) to approve this offer from 
Liz and wishes to thank her.  Carried. 

3. Pr. Meier has been asked to assist in the “Via de Christo” retreat in Crestwood, KY on August 26-29.  Pr. Meier feels this will be a 
rewarding opportunity for her. David Wigginton will officiate at the weekend services.  At a future date, Pr. Meier suggests a rep-
resentative from “Via de Christo” speak to the congregation about this program.  The council approves Pr. Meier’s request to par-
ticipate in this retreat. 

4. Pr. Meier requests vacation to attend her daughter’s ordination in SC.  She will be out of town from 6/14 through 6/20. Rev. G. 
Mercer will officiate at the weekend’s services.  Council approves this vacation time to share this important event with her family. 

5. Regan Morris has been attending the monthly visits to the Ronald McDonald house.  She is requesting permission to hold a car 
wash on the church’s property with all funds raised going to the support of the Ronald McDonald House.  No date has been se-
lected. Council approves this request by Regan.  Please watch for the date(s) for this worthy cause. 

 

President’s Report: D. Wigginton 
1. Council president reports the attendance through June 13 averaged 101 for all weekend services.  This is the same average through 

this date as last year. 
2. The council president discussed the ongoing stewardship campaign.  Volunteer council member(s) will continue to work on the 

proposal to make stewardship a year- long emphasis. 
 

Church Committee Reports: 
Finance: D. Wigginton 
1. The committee chairperson, D. Wigginton, reported on the closure of the Donna Vick-Wick estate as it relates to St. Stephen.  The 

finance committee will be meeting this week to determine a recommendation as to how the bequest will be used and any other 
matters related to this issue. 

 

Evangelism: R. Sarson 
1. Since Halloween falls on Sunday evening this coming fall, there will be no trunk and treat event at the church this year. 
 
Stewardship: G. Carstens 
1. Cheryl Markley has tabulated the time and talent forms returned and now has a list of members who fill worship and church ser-

vice roles.  If you do not find you name listed, contact Cheryl in the church’s office. 
 

Fellowship: 
1. A church picnic is being planned for October 9. Be sure you mark this on your calendar as a must attend fall event. 
 

Worship and Music: B. Firquin 
1. The brass flower vases in the sanctuary will be repaired by Herb Warren. 
2. Discussion of the Weight Watchers sign on the rental property lawn.  The council noted that group pays a monthly fee for the use 

of the building and gave a donation to update the sign.  The sign was moved from the front lawn to the rental property next to the 
entrance driveway.  The council saw no reason to remove the sign due to the good relationship we have built with this group. 

3. Tim Watts has requested the purchase of a fan to be located in the organ/piano/choir area.  The sun heats this area very quickly 
during the summer months.  Herb will investigate and get prices for purchase. 

4. The council discussed the “Unfailing Light Service”, scheduled for June 26, a Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m.  It was suggested a 
banner be purchased to be placed in the front lawn in hopes it would encourage the community to attend this special service.  The 
committee chair and property chair will work on getting the banner and placing it in the lawn. 

5. July 4th falls on a Sunday this year.  No special service is planned but patriotic and national hymns will be used in the service (9:30 
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a.m.) where appropriate.  The suggested and seasonal bible readings and message will be used. Pr. Meier and the Worship and 
Music chair will plan the music used for this service. 

 

Property and Grounds: H. Warren 
1. Bids to remove the large wild cherry tree on the property line at the rear of the parking lot continue to be reviewed.  The lowest 

bid to take down, remove all limbs, grind the stump and clean-up is $750.00.  The chair person recommends having the tree re-
moved for not more than $750.00.  The homeowner who shares this property line has made drastic improvements to his property 
and we do not want the tree, which is on our property, if it falls to damage his improvements creating a libel issue for the church.  
Passed by voice vote. 

2. The memorial garden work will begin in the near future.  H. Warren with plans and planting from Mr. Merritt Blow will be super-
vising this work.  If you can help, please contact Herb. 

3. Discussion of the monetary cost of equipment upkeep as well as the cost in time for volunteers to continue to cut the grass on the 
property.  The council suggests Herb get some bids from lawn care companies for cutting the grass for future consideration as a 
budget item.  If you have not signed up to cut the grass and can help, please sign up in the Narthex. 

 

Christian Education: T. Utley 
1. VBS is quickly coming.  The light meals prior to the evening activities that week have been planned.  Meals will be served begin-

ning at 5:30 pm.  A free will offering will be collected each evening to help defray some of the costs of the meals.  If you would 
like to make a donation directly to this, contact Tammy Utley or Kay Bunner. 

 

Social Ministries: J. Morani 
1. A special social ministries offering will be collected the weekends of July 18 and July 25.  St. Stephen has done an excellent job of 

meeting our commitment to FCHUM this year and this offering will continue that support of that work. 
2. As FCHUM approaches the end of their fiscal year (July) the ministries finds itself on much firmer financial footing when com-

pared to previous years.  With continued support from local congregations, additional support from LG&E, Louisville Water Com-
pany, and General Electric as well as strengthened support from the Metro Council, FCHUM has been able to respond to the need 
in a very tight economic climate.  All the staff at FCHUM thanks everyone for the outpouring of food, gifts, school supplies, 
money, time, and effort this year.  The 2010-2011 budget is being finalized and will be reported when approved by the executive 
board of FCHUM. 

 

Youth: 
1. Jr. Youth will have a swim party on June 27th. 
 

Special Committees 
1. The chair of the call committee, Brenda Firquin, will continue to have updates in the monthly newsletters.  Due to the need for 

confidentiality, these updates include the only information that can be distributed to the congregation.  At this time, the committee 
continues the process of receiving names and working through the vetting process.  They ask all members to continue to keep them 
and their most important work in your prayers. 

 

Old Business: None 
 

New Business: 
1. Rod Firquin requested the finance committee consider making some payment to the I-K Synod for our budgeted benevolence. 

Currently, we have not offered any of the budgeted benevolence for this calendar year.  This issue was discussed at the I-K Synod 
Assembly last weekend.  The finance chair will have it as a discussion/action item on the next finance meeting agenda. 

2. The finance committee has formed a sub-committee to review the church’s current insurance policies.  The intent is to see if they 
are current and if costs can be saved.  Pat Markley will chair this committee. 

 

Finance Reports: D. Wigginton 
Treasurer’s Report: May 2010 
Regular Banking Accounts:   Republic Checking  Memorial Acct.  Social Ministries  General Savings 
Beginning Balance       6,916.28    901.05    471.14     3,658.64 
Deposits         13,550.44    250.00*    0      0 
Disbursements        15,500.62     0     0      0 
Interest income                          3.39 
Transfers                           0 
Adjustments                          0 
Ending Balance       4,966.10    1,151.05   471.14     3,662.03 

              *Vern Gerwick memorial gifts 
M/S- P. Kiser/T. Hanson to approve treasurer’s report.  Carried 

 

No Financial Secretary’s or Finance Chairman’s Report 
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Building Fund: M. Mills 
     May 2010 through 4/30/2010 
Beginning Balance   3869.74 
Deposits     1080.00 
Debits (payments)   2359.54 
Ending Balance   2590.16 
       Original Bldg Fund Appeal  2010 
Pledges      374,834.27       15,330.00 
Pledges received   336,698.90       10,780.00 
Pledges outstanding  38,135.37       4,550.00 
       Balance   Payment (monthly)  
Mortgage Balance    179,104.17   1573.30 
Loan       100,467.62   786.24 
 

M/S- H. Warren/T. Utley to accept the building fund report. Carried 
M/S- H. Warren/P. Kiser to adjourn. Carried 

Update from the Call Committee to the Congregation 
June 26, 2010 
 
Dear fellow members in Christ, 
 
Our journey to discern God’s plan for St. Stephen continues.  As we reported last month, we completed the interview 
process with our first candidate.  We also notified the Synod of our desire to receive additional candidate names and 
move forward with the Call Process.   
 
What is happening? 
 
We are currently in the process of reviewing and assessing the information we have received from the Synod.  The 
steps we are following are those which have been outlined for you in previous updates.  Nothing has changed.  We ac-
cept candidate profiles as they are sent to us by the Synod and proceed to review each one with great detail, looking at 
the candidate to see how well he or she aligns with the needs, priorities, and vision for the future of St. Stephen.    
 
The Call Committee works together in unity.  We continue to be hopeful as we review each candidate.  We believe God 
is at work not only among the seven of us, but also in each of you.  Are you aware of his presence?  Are you listening to 
him?  Each time you step foot in St. Stephen, take a moment and reflect on the goodness he has shown us.  We have 
much for which to be thankful, even as we find ourselves in the midst of change.  God is here, he is at work among us, 
and when he decides we are ready, he will send us the shepherd only he can choose to lead us forward.  Until then, we 
must be patient, and yet we must be neither idle nor complacent.  It is His work, our hands. 
 
We ask you again for your prayers.  We need your support.  If you are not active in the work of St. Stephen, we ask you 
to get involved. Our Mission Statement bears repeating: 
 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a community of believers, saved by the grace of God, who are called to: 
 

• share his love through words and actions;  
 
• welcome others into the family of Christ. 

 
Peace and the love of Christ to you, 
 
The Call Committee: 
Bill Wise 
Jennifer Morani 
Rev. Joe Kiser 
Patti Klumb 
Steven Sarson 
Tim Hanson 
Brenda Firquin, Chair 
 
“O Lord, you know every heart. Show us which one you have chosen.” – Acts 1:24 
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July 2010 Servants of the Church 

Saturday - 5 p.m. 
   07/03/10 07/10/10 07/17/10 07/24/10 07/31/10 

Lector Pat Hayden Ron Griffin Patti Klumb Clifford Klumb Pat Hayden 

Communion Table Pat Hayden Rosemary Griffin Pat Hayden Rosemary Griffin Pat Hayden 

Worship Coordinator Ron Griffin Pat Hayden Clifford Klumb Rosemary Griffin Patti Klumb 

Sunday - 9:30 a.m.                                      
   07/04/10 07/11/10 07/18/10 07/25/10 08/01/10 

Lector Rev. Joe Kiser Marilyn Mills Joe Kirschbaum M. Schmonsees Ellen Ullom 

Ushers Barry Mills J. Schmonsees Jim Brotzge Tim Hanson Pat Markley 

 David Wigginton Rod Firquin Jonathon Warren Herb Warren Ernest Kobiska 

Acolyte Sophia Samora Cole Summer Sabrina Samora Adam Utley Ben Hanson 

Communion Table Denise Wigginton Kay Bunner Steve Sarson Jonathon Warren E J Kobiska 

  Marilyn Mills Herb Warren Rita Sarson Ernest Kobiska Denise Wigginton 

Communion Deacon Cheryl Markley Steven Sarson Rod Firquin Kay Bunner Cheryl Markley 

Nursery Needed* Needed* Needed* Needed* Needed* 

Worship Coordinator Rita Sarson David Wigginton Herb Warren Rod Firquin Brenda Firquin 

* See sign-up sheet outside of nursery. 

For this season: before 07/11 before 07/18 before 07/25 before 08/01 before 08/08 

Grass Mowing Sean/ 
Andy Morris 

Needed** Needed** Rod Firquin Needed** 

** See sign-up sheet in binder in Gathering Area. 

June Sanctuary Flower and Candle Donors 
JUNE SANCTUARY FLOWER DONORS* 

6th - George & Marty Mercer + In Memory of + Ruth Mercer’s birthday 
20th - Cathy Mudd + In Honor of + Michelle Smith’s birthday 

27th - Herb & Regina Warren + In Honor of + Jonathon Warren’s 18th birthday 
*The cost to provide altar flowers is $20.00. 

 

JUNE SANCTUARY CANDLE DONORS* 
6th - Elaine Peterson family + In Honor of + Matthew Peterson’s birthday 

20th - Markley family + In Honor of + Pat & Cheryl’s anniversary 
27th - Elaine Peterson + In Honor of + Bryce Peterson’s birthday 

*The cost to provide the sanctuary candle is $2.00. 
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July Birthdays and Anniversaries 
God’s blessing to these               
July birthdays: 
Maxine Swasko 3 
Jennifer Summers 5 
Reagan Morris 6 
Patricia Hayden  12 
Tammy Utley   12 
George Morris   13 
Kaitlyn Morrow   13 
Sabrina Samora  13 
Pat Waskom   13 
Marty Mercer   14 

Marie Pfau    14 
Herb Warren   16 
Herb Edwards   17 
Peggy Zimmerman  17 
Justin Meier   21 
Ethan Troutman  23 
Rick Edwards   24 
Jan Stuckwish   24 
Lilly Morris   25 
Stacy Simpson   28 
Grant Carstens   29 
Melody Harrel   30 

We celebrate with these couples having    
July anniversaries: 
 
Tom & Maxine Swasko  (1st/2000) 

Matt & Lori Young  (2nd/1994) 

Harold & Ruth Pifer  (4th/1953) 

Charles & Valerie Ziemba  (11th/1959) 

Gregg & Deb Leard  (20th/1985) 

Jeff & Rhonda Troutman  (24th/1993) 

July 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
5:00—Holy  
Communion 

4 
8:45 Fellowship 
Committee 
9:00 Choir  
Rehearsal 
9:30—Holy  
Communion 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 
8:30—3:30—
Habitat for  
Humanity Build 
5:00—Holy  
Communion 

11 
9:30—Holy  
Communion 

12 
 

13 14 15 16 17 
5:00—Holy  
Communion, 
Special Minis-
tries Offering 

18 
9:00 Choir  
Rehearsal 
9:30—Holy  
Communion, 
Chicago Folk 
Service, Special 
Ministries  
Offering 

19 
6:30—Bible 
Study 

20 
 

21 22 23 24 
5:00—Holy  
Communion, 
Special  
Ministries  
Offering 

25 
9:30—Holy  
Communion, 
Special Minis-
tries Offering 

26 
6:30—Bible 
Study 

27 
5:00—Ronald 
McDonald 
House 

28 29 30 31 
5:00—Holy  
Communion 

Vacation Bible School: Discovery Canyon 
Light Supper @ 5:15—6:00 pm; VBS @ 6:00 pm 



 

 

August 2010 Servants of the Church 
 Saturday - 5 p.m. 07/31/10 08/07/10 08/14/10 08/21/10 08/28/10 
Lector Pat Hayden Ron Griffin Patti Klumb Clifford Klumb Pat Hayden 
Comm. Table Pat Hayden Rosemary Griffin Pat Hayden Rosemary Griffin Pat Hayden 
Worship Coord. Patti Klumb Rhonda Troutman Ron Griffin Pat Hayden Clifford Klumb 

 Sunday - 9:30 08/01/10 08/08/10 08/15/10 08/22/10 08/29/10 
Lector Ellen Ullom Tim Hanson Herb Warren Ernest Kobiska Rod Firquin 
Ushers Pat Markley E J Kobiska Andy Morris Steven Sarson Rev. Joe Kiser 
  Ernest Kobiska David Wigginton J. Schmonsees Rita Sarson Chuck Ullom 
Acolyte Ben Hanson Kaitlyn Kiser Reagan Morris Sophia Samora Cole Summer 
Comm. Table E J Kobiska Kay Bunner Jonathon Warren E J Kobiska Steven Sarson 
  Denise Wigginton Herb Warren Marilyn Mills Ernest Kobiska Rita Sarson 
Comm. Deacon Cheryl Markley Steven Sarson Rod Firquin Kay Bunner Cheryl Markley 
Nursery Needed Needed Needed Needed Needed 
Worship Coord. Brenda Firquin Paul Kiser Ernest Kobiska Pat Markley  David Wigginton 

July 2010 

Newsletter 

Due date for next month’s newsletter is 
always the 17th of the month before.  
Send to: 
 secretary-ststephen@insightbb.com 

Worship Services 
Saturday 5:00 PM 

Sunday  8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
Education Hour 9am 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
5903 Bardstown Road 

Fern Creek, Kentucky  40291 

For this season: before 08/08 before 08/15 before 08/22 before 08/29 before 09/05 

Grass Mowing Needed Sean Morris/ Andy 
Morris 

Needed Pat Markley Rod Firquin 


