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ST. STEPHEN SCROLL  
St. Stephen Lutheran Church is a community of believers, saved by the 
grace of God, who are called to:  

share his love through words and actions;  
welcome others into the family of Christ.  

ST .  STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ ς 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

In opening ς Jason, Jack, and I want to thank you for thinking of us this Christmas with such 
kindness and generosity.  Thank you for all of the cards.  Thank you for your hugs and kind 
words of appreciation.  Thank you for the delightful and delicious Christmas surprises that 
appeared outside my office door and on my desk.  Thank you for showering our family with 
so much love and kindness.  You truly blessed us, and we thank our Lord for each of you. 
 
άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀƴƪ Ƴȅ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΦ  CƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ 
you have been enriched in every wayτwith all kinds of speech and with all knowledge ς 
God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you.  Therefore you do not lack any 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŜŀƎŜǊƭȅ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΦέ ς 1 Corinthians 
1:4-7 
 
I do thank our Lord for you.  I also give our God thanks for your incredible gifts and talents.  
Saint Stephen is filled with amazingly gifted and talented folks.  Everywhere I turn there are 
people with incredible abilities.  Since arriving at Saint Stephen I have tasted actual culinary 
masterpieces. I have been awestruck by your ability to make sense of columns of numbers.  I 
have delighted in your musical talents.  I have given our Lord thanks for your carpentry skills.  
(The only thing I regularly hit with a hammer is my thumb.) I have been fascinated by your 
crocheting and quilting talents.  I have watched in awestruck wonder as you trimmed bushes 
with incredible results.  (The bushes I trim look incredible too ς incredibly awful.)  I have 
given thanks for your willingness to care for children and your Job-like patience while doing 
so.  I could go on and on, because God has truly blessed each of you with wonderful gifts and 
talents. 
 
Your talents dazzle me, but being modest Lutheran-ǘȅǇŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǊŀƎ ƻǊ ōƻŀǎǘΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ 
Worship and Music Committee is giving you the opportunity to showcase your many amazing 
ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
Christ.  Please consider sharing your own gifts and talents.   
 
On Sunday, January 8th, we will be gathering together for a delicious spaghetti supper and 
{ŀƛƴǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  ό²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴŜŜǊ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅŜǘΦύ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
plan on joining us for what promises to be a delightful evening. 
 
I look forward to delighting in all of your gifts and talents.  All of the money we raise will help 
support our church and the ministries of Saint Stephen. 
 
In Christ ς  

Pastor Kerri 

St. Stephen  

Lutheran Church 

5903 Bardstown Rd. 

Fern Creek, KY  40291 
 

502-239-7778 

Email: 

pastorkerri10 

@yahoo.com 
 

Pastor Kerri M. 

McFarland 

Pastor Emeritus,  

Thomas D. Swasko 
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 

is a member of the Indiana-

Kentucky Synod of the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in 

America. 
 

2011 Council  
Members 

 

Brenda Firquin, 
President 

Rita Sarson, 
Vice President 

Jennifer Morani, 
Secretary 

Rod Firquin, 
Rec. Secretary (non-voting) 

Pat Hayden, 
Cheryl Markley, 
Connie Miller, 
Tammy Utley, 
Herb Warren 

 

Bill Wise, 
Financial Secretary 

Buddy Zimmerman, 
Treasurer 

Kim Thonen, 
Custodian 

Cheryl Markley, 
Office Secretary 

secretary-
ststephen@insightbb.com 

We are on the web!! 

ststephen-louisville.com 
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Please Plan to Attend the St. Stephen First Annual Gift and Talent Auction 
 

We hope that you have been thinking about any amazing and wonderful talent you could offer in the first annual gift and talent auction 
at St. Stephen on Sunday, January 8th  at 5:00 pm.  We will be gathering together for a delicious spaghetti supper followed by the 
auction.  (We will do our bidding on paper unless we have a talented auctioneer we donôt know about yet.)  Please continue to think 
about how you might share your gifts and talents.  All of the money we raise will help support our church and the ministries of Saint 
Stephen. 
 
Here are some of the fabulous gifts and talents folks are offering: 
 

Joe and Judy Kiser are offering to prepare a catered dinner for 4. 
Rita Sarson will help with your spring yard cleanup. 
Pat Hayden will help you relax with a 30 minute massage. 
Emily Eisenbrey has agreed to teach ballroom dancing lessons right here in our fellowship hall. 
Florence Loy is crocheting a beautiful afghan. 
Ron Griffin and Chuck Ziemba are offering 4 hours of house repairs. 
Andrea Tyson is making 2 purses which she can personalize just for you. 
Linda Craig will bake you a delicious pie.  (Michael says her apple pie is absolutely amazing.) 
Judy McBride will groom your dog. 
Herb Warren is offering a full day of handyman services (including gutter cleaning). 
Jim Brotzge has crafted several lovely and useful wooden items for us including a beautiful pen. 
Pastor Kerri will knit some things to help keep the cold at bay like a scarf or 2, baby blankets, and hats. 
Herb Warren will change your oil and rotate your tires.  (Herb will provide the oil and the filter.) 
Rosemary Griffin is sewing a quilted table runner. 
Karen Eisenbrey will  delight  your taste buds with her homemade pizza dough, pizza sauce, and for dessert her homemade 
cheesecake. 
Rod Firquin will trim your bushes and help with spring clean up and planting. 
Joe Kirschbaum will help with computer debugging. 
Carolyn Graham will prepare either homemade vegetable beef or chicken noodle soup. 

Prayer Shawl Ministries January 3rd 
 

There is a Prayer Shawl Ministries meeting this month on  
Tuesday, January 3rd.  We have lunch, (bring your own), at 
12:30 pm, and we will start the 
meeting at 1:00 pm.  All are  
welcome.  If you need more 
information, please contact 
Carolyn Elsing at 502-254-
5402.   

Worship Schedule Reminder 
 
 

  New Yearôs Eve, Saturday, Dec. 31st:  No worship service 
 

  New Yearôs Day, Sunday, January 1st:  No Sunday school 
             10:00 amðHoly Communion 

Pastor Kerri Is On Vacation After X-mas Eve 
 

Pastor Kerri is on vacation through  
Monday, January 2nd.  Please see Rev. 
Joe Kiser, 964-2700, for any  
pastoral needs. 

Help Needed òUn-decoratingó the Church 
 

A schedule for decorating the church for the holidays was  
published in the November newsletter.  The next phase of the  
decorating schedule is the ñun-decoratingò which will be done in 
phases as well.  We will need help on January 8th following 
the 10 am worship service to start removing the trees and 
decorations but not the large glass star.  The glass star will be 
removed in February.  All of the other trees and decorations 
must be removed before the 5 
pm worship service on January 
14th.  The complete schedule and 
dates are posted in the sacristy 
and on the bulletin board in the 
Gathering Area.  Please help if 
you can.  Many people can make 
this go very fast. 
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Youth Quake, January 13th - 15th 
 

The 6th through 9th grade students will be at-
tending Youth Quake in Cincinnati on the week-
end of January 13th through 15th.  (There is 
no school on the Monday that follows this  
weekend.)  We will meet at church at 4:15 
pm and leave at 4:30 pm on Friday, the 13th, 
and we will arrive back at the church mid-
afternoon on Sunday, the 15th.  We will likely 
be travelling in 3 vehicles.  All participants 
should bring approximately $35 for meals and 
gas.  After Sunday school resumes in January, 
Tammy Utley will give more precise details of 
the trip along with a list of items to bring. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the 
youth fundraisers for this trip.  The fundraisers 
were so successful that none of the youth has 
to pay the balance of the cost for the trip! 

Golden Sneakers 
Brown Bag Lunch & Games 

 

On Wednesday, January 18th, Bill & Betty 
Whittle will be hosting a Golden Sneakers 
Brown Bag Lunch followed by games.  As you 
know, ñbrown bagò means bring your own 
lunch, although drinks and desserts will be  
furnished.  Please see the sign up sheet in the 
Gathering Area.  Together we will enjoy games 
such as Yahtzee, Trivial Pursuit, Solitaire,  
Monopoly, 20 Questions, Pinochle, and Gin 
Rummy.  Bring your competitive spirit and good 
sportsmanship along with your lunch! 

Mark Your Calendars  
for the Annual Meeting and Chili Cook-Off 

 

The annual congregational meeting will be on Sunday, February 12th after the 
10:00 am worship service.  Prior to the meeting, we will hold our annual chili 
cook-off.  Bring your best recipe and your muffin tins so that you can try all of our 
best chili recipes!  We will vote on the winner.  Donôt even think about leaving 
early, though.  The chili cook-off winner will be announced after the annual  
meeting.  Childcare will be provided. 

Thanks-GIVING Stewardship Appeal Update 
 

The first round of stewardship campaign responses have been tallied.  We  
received responses from 44 families.  We greatly appreciate your commitment 
for 2012.  The second round of stewardship letters have now been sent out to 
those who have not responded.  If you receive one of these letters, please  
carefully consider what you will give to the church in the coming year to help us 
pay for our beautiful new building and all of our worship, educational, and support 
services.  In the Gathering Area, there are extra commitment cards for the sealed 
covenant on the altar and anonymous commitment cards for the offering plate for 
the finance committee to use.  In addition to those cards, there are extra thanks-
GIVING volunteer forms to help you decide how to share your talents and time 
with our church.  There is a box in the Gathering Area for placing those  
completed forms.  Thank you in advance for your generosity and commitment. 

Annual Reports Due 
 

Committees, committee chairpersons, and council  
officers are asked to send annual reports to the church  
office by Friday, January 13th.  Your help in this matter 
will expedite preparation of the annual report for the  
annual congregational meeting on Sunday, February 
12th.  Thank you very much for your help! 

World Day of Prayer 
Planning Meeting 

 

It is that time of year for the World Day of 
Prayer planning meeting.  It will be held on 
Thursday, January 19th, 2012 at 11 am at 
Fern Creek Baptist Church, 5920 Bardstown 
Rd.  If you are interested in spending about  
1 hour with some great people, call Carolyn 
Graham, 239-7235.  The World Day of Prayer 
will be held on March 2nd.  The theme this 
year is ñLet Justice Prevailò, and the order of 
worship is written by women of Malaysia.  For 
more information about this international  
program that dates back to 1884, see 
http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/ 
More information about the local program will 
follow in next monthôs newsletter. 

Important Financial Update 
 

Over the last two months, we had $24,945 in revenues and $29,698 in  
expenditures.  The shortfall, as usual, was primarily covered with our building 
fund.   We currently have $9,266 in our building fund that will cover 6 months of 
the mortgage.  Our 2012 stewardship campaign is extremely important.  We need 
to develop a revenue stream that covers our expenses.  Our mortgage is $1505/
month with a remaining principal of $169,257.  The building mortgage is  
included in the monthly budget, but does not get paid out of the "general fund".  
The building fund bank account and the general fund bank account are two  
separate accounts.  Members may contribute to the building fund account directly 
by designating the contribution to be used for the building fund either on the "love 
offering" envelope or on the check memo line or by using a building fund  
envelope.  As a reminder, prior to construction, the congregation approved a plan 
to pledge enough funds to cover all but $200,000 of the cost of the new building.  
The $200,000 was to be covered by a long-term mortgage.  The approved plan is 
on track.  The initial pledge has been fulfilled.  It is now time to step up and cover 
the commitment to pay the monthly mortgage. 
 

Pat Markley, Financial Chair 
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Penny Bucket Is Still Filling 
 

Just a reminder: our green penny  
collection bucket is still in the Gathering 
Area so that you can make year-round 
penny contributions to Fern Creek  
Highview United Ministries (FCHUM).  
This is a good place to clean out those 
change jars at home! 

Thank You Again, Ron Griffin 
 

In the December newsletter, we 
printed a picture of the beautiful 
worship booklet and music in-
sert cabinet that Ron Griffin built 
and installed in the robe room.  
Now, we have the opportunity to 
thank him again for donating the 
materials for that lovely  
cabinet.  Thank you, Ron! 

Upcoming Special Ministries Offerings 
 

Following our mission to serve, the first Special Ministries offer-
ing of  the year will be collected on the weekend of January 
21/22.  75% of the offerings received will be used to provide 
direct support for the Fern Creek Highview United Ministries 
(FCHUM) http://www.fchum.org/ , and 25% will be used for other 
Social Ministry activities throughout the year.  If you are unable 
to give monetarily, please consider serving another way by visit-
ing the families at the next Ronald McDonald House evening or 
donating nonperishable items to our ongoing food drive.  

We Will Miss You, Tim Watts! 
 

Tim Watts has been with us for 2 1/2 years as our talented  
organist and choir director, but now he will be leaving us for a 
new position at St. Paul Episcopal Church in New Albany closer 
to his home.  We will miss his musical ministry and faithful  
service.  We wish him well!  

Organist/ Pianist Needed 
 

Now that Tim is on his way to a new job, St. Stephen needs  
another organist and/or pianist.  A search committee is forming, 
but whether you are on the search committee or not, we would 
appreciate any possible contacts that you have.  If you know of 
anyone who might be interested or of 
an organization who might have  
interested people, please send the  
contact information to  
secretary-ststephen@insightbb.com 
or call the church office, 502-239-7778. 

Car Seats and/or Booster Seats Needed 
 

If your children have grown 
out of their car seats or 
booster seats, and you are 
looking for a good place to get 
rid of them, St. Stephen would 
like to have one or more of 
each size so that members 
can offer rides, if needed, to 
people with young children.  
Please see Rita Sarson, 499-
7089, if you can help. 

 2012 Sanctuary Flower and Candle Donors 
 

Sign-up sheets for 2012 sanctuary flower and candle donors are 
in the Gathering Area in the Flower and Candle binder.  There 

are still many dates 
open.  We ask that the 
donation be $20.00 for 
flowers and $2.00 for 
the sanctuary candle.  
Please take this oppor-
tunity to honor or me-
morialize your loved 
ones in 2012. 

3 New 3-yr term  
Congregation Council Vacancies 

 

There will be three (3)-three (3) year vacancies for the 2012 
council.  Jennifer Morani and Pat Hayden will complete their 
terms in February.  Also, as mentioned in the December  
newsletter, Ernest Kobiska resigned as our council president, 
citing scheduling difficulties with his job.  He is no longer on 
council.  The council will be contacting possible congregants to 
seek their interest in becoming council members.  If you are 
contacted, please prayerfully consider this service to your 
church.  No previous council experience is necessary, only a 
willingness to serve and carry out the business of St. Stephen. 

http://www.fchum.org/
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Ladies Christmas Luncheon Successful 
 

 
 

We Need to Sell More St. Stephen Mugs 
 

The evangelism committee is still selling new St. Stephen black 
mugs with yellow lettering for $10.00 each.  So far, we have sold 
14, and we must sell 16 more to pay for the order.  The  
remainder of the unsold mugs are being used as visitor gifts.  
The mugs are very large and will hold a large, hot drink on those 
cold winter days.  You can place your check for mugs, written to 
ñSt. Stephen Lutheran Churchò, in the offering plate.  Please put 
ñSt. Stephen mugsò on the memo line, or you can use a ñloveò 
envelope from the pew rack and write ñSt. Stephen mugsò on the 
outside of the envelope. 

Donõt Need Your Altar Flowers? 
 

Many people donate altar flowers every week for beautifying our 
worship services.  If you have donated altar flowers but you 
choose not to take them home after the Sunday worship service, 
please let Rita Sarson, 499-7089, know.  She will make sure 
that they are taken to one or more of the shut-ins.  Also, if you 
have signed up to donate altar flowers, please remember to pay 
for them ($20) whether or not you choose to take them.  We 
cannot continue to provide flowers if people do not pay for them.  
You can put cash in a ñLoveò envelope marked ñfor altar flow-
ersò, or you can put a check in the offering.  Please put ñfor altar 
flowersò on the memo line.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Many women and girls of our  
congregation and their guests turned 
out for the Ladies Christmas  
Luncheon on December 10th.  We 
ate platefuls of delicious salads and 
desserts.  Pastor Kerri showed us all 
how to make beaded snowflake 
Christmas ornaments that we took 
home.  Thank you to all who  
attended, contributed food, served, 
cleaned up, and decorated.  A special 
thanks to Pastor Kerri for providing 
this fun activity and organizing  
hundreds of beads! 


